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I,  U  Aung  Min,  Bachelor  of  Arts  end 
Bcchelar  of  Lew,  residing  et  Rangoon,  Burma,  solemnly  affirm  end 
state  as  follows 


Prior  to  the.jpccupction  of  Burma  by 
the  Jepenese  forces,  I  wes  a  school  mcsteFjat  the  Myoma  Netional 
High  School,  Rangoon •  *’****" 

In  October,  1943 ,  I  was  offered  by 
the  Burmese  Administration,  sot  up  es  the  Independent  Government 
of  Burma,  the  appointment  of  officer  in  chargo  of  lebour  on  the 
Burma-Slam  Railway,  with  hoedquerters  et  I  oulmein,  I  assumed 
cherge  of  the  office  on  15th  October,  1943,  and  remained  at 
Moulmein  till  the  end  of  October,  194£>.\  For  the  period  following 
the  Japanese  surrender,  I  was  asked  by  the  British  Military 
Administration  to  carry  on. 

-  When  I  arrived  at  Moulmein  to  take 

charge,  the  railwcy  had  been  newly  opened  end  the  labourers 
recruited  thereafter  were  for  maintenance  end  repairs.  My  duties 
were  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  labourers  and  to  ensure 
that  they  received  reasonablo  treatment  from  the  Jepenese 
authorities. 


There  lad  been  several  recruitments 
of  lebour  on  the  Railway  project  before  my  time.  Labourers  were 
originally  recruited  to  whet  was  known  as  the  "Sweat  Army” .  Later 
cs  undesirable  notoriety  came  to  be  associated  with  the  "Sweat 
Army",  labourers  were  recruited  to  the  Lebour  Service  Corps. 
Complete  records  were  not  maintained  of  first  four  recruitments 
to  uie  Labour  Service  Corps  and  no  records  at  ell  were  kept 
of  the  recruitments  to  the  "Sweat  Army" •  The  recruitment  which 
was  in  progress  when  I  arrived  ct  Moulmein  was  the  sixth  and  there 
were  altogether  14  recruitments  to  the  Lebour  Service  Corps  before 
tho  Japanese  surrender. 

In  theory,  enrolment  to  the  Lebour 
Service  Corps,  as  also  to  the  Sweat  Army,  was  on  a  voluntary  basis, 
In  the  early  days  of  recruitment  to  the  sweat  Army,  highly  tempting 
promises  of  benefits  made  recruitment  on  a  voluntary  bawls  fairly 
successful;  but  when  these  promises  failed  to  be  implemented  and  1 
reports  of  very  unsatisfactory  conditions  at  the  labour  camps  seepe. 
through,  from  lebourors  who  escaped  from  them,  it  became  impossible' 
to  obtain  the  required  number  of  labourers  on  voluntary  basis. 

The  failure  to  releose  labourers  who  were  recruited  expressly  for 
a  term  of  three  months  ct  tho  camp  also  had  an  adverse  offect 
on  recruitments.  It  may  be  stated  that  the  no  labourer  was 
discharged  at  the  end  of  throe  months  at  the  camps.  Only  those 
who  could  not  be  used  any  more  were  discharged  end  75  per  centum 
of  those  discharged  were  total  wrecks  and  many  of  them  died  on 
the  way  to  their  homes* 


Evldentiery  Document  No*  5372* 


P£m  2 


Retaining  the  pretence  of  voluntary 
recruitment,  compulsion  was  lcter  ieggfcjyyre sorted  to*  The 
system  adopted  was  for  the  Army  to  state  its  requirements  to 
i  the  Burmese  Administration,  which  would  fix  for  each  district  its 

Suota  of  labourers  to  bo  sent  in;  at  the  hecdqucrters  of  each 
istrict,  a  Japanese  officer  was  stationed:  end  this  Japanese 
|  Officer  os  a  representative  of  the  Army  haa  to  be  obeyed  by  the 
district  officers  of  the  Burmese  Administration.  To  complete 
.  the  quote  allotted  to  each  district,  people  on  their  way  to 
i  the  paddy  fields,  to  merkets  end  to  other  places  of  legitimate 
business  were  very  often  seized  with  the „ assistance  of  police 
t  officers,  taken  thereafter  to  the  police-station  where  they  were 

J  sometimes  detained  in  custody  for  as  long  as  two  months  and 

later  taken  under  police  and  military  escort  to  labour  camps 
I  on  the  Railway  project.  Many  of  them  arrived  et  Moulnein  on 

i  their  way  to  the  labour  camps  with  no  chango  of  clothings,  so 

suddently  and  unexpected  had  they  been  pressed  into  the  labour 
j  corps.  Some  of  these  victims  of  the  press-gang  managed  to 
j  escape  from  custody  either  on  their  way  to  Moulnein  or  later  on 
j  their  way  to  the  labour  camps  0  J 

In  respect  of  the  first  four  recruit¬ 
ments  to  the  Labour  Service  Corps,  following  figures  are  available; 

* 

1st.  recruitment;  Army  authorities  wented  302000  labourer; 
26009  labourers  were  collected  in  the  various  district  of  which 
21964  arrived  at  labour  canes,  4045  having  escaped  on  the  way. 

2nd,  recruitment 1  Army  authorities  wanted  21000  labourers 

end  11174  appeared  to  have  arrived  at  the  labour  camps. 

Ird ,  recruitment t  Of  20000  labourers  callod  for  9279  wero 
shown  to  have  arrived  at  labour  camp. 

4th  recruitment:  Of  15000  labourers  called  for  7724  were 

shown  to  have  arrived  at  labour  camps. 

The  records  for  5th  to  14th  recruitments 
are  more  complete  end  disclose  the  following  facts:- 

5th  recruitment:  The  number  demanded  was  15000;  9174 

were  collected  from  various  district:  3135  escaped  on  the  way  to 
Moulnein:  1035  esceped  on  the  way  to  labour  cemps:  1  died  on  the 
•  way;  end  256  were  found  physicclly  unfit.  4747  labourers  were 
set  to  work  as  a  consoquence. 

I 

6th  recruitment:  10000  labourers  were  demanded:  7317  were 

collected ;  2985  escaped  on  the  way  to  Moulnein;  291  esceped  on 
their  way  to  labour  camps;  and  103  were  physically  unfit,  3938 
labourers  wore  set  to  work  out  of  this  recruitment. 
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7th  recruitment:  10000  labourers  were  demanded:  204-75 

were  collected;  6546  escaped  on  their  wcy  to  Moulnein;  1676 
escaped  on  the  way  to  labour  camps;  1  died  on  the  way?  and  319 
wore  physically  unfit.  11933  were  set  to  work. 

fittL  recruitment:  10000  labourers  were  demanded  end  6112 

were  collected;  3081  escaped  on  the  wcy  to  Moulnein:  402  escaped 
on  the  wcy  to  labour  camp;  2  died  on  the  way;  and  52  were 
physically  unfit,  1995  wero  sot  to  work. 

9th  recruitment:  10000  labourers  were  demanded:  8l84 

were  collected;  4732  oscapod  on  the  way  to  Moulnein;  1697 
osceped  on  the  way  to  Lcbour  camps;  and  14  were  physicclly 
unfit.  1740  were  set  to  work. 

10th  recruitment:  11000  labourers  were  damendod;  8644 

were  collected;  3552  osccped  on  the  wcy  to  Moulnein;  801  escaped 
on  tho  way  to  labour  camps;  3  died;  and  66  were  physicclly  unfit. 
4222  were  set  to  work. 


11th  recruitment:  10000  were  demanded;  10743  wore 

collected;  5067  escaped  on  tho  wcy  to  Moulnein;  495  escaped  on 
the  way  to  labour  camps;  end  174  were  physicclly  unfit;  5007  went 
to  work. 

12th -fcfifiialtpfin&t  5200  were  demanded;  4291  were  sent  to 


Moulnein  1658  esccped  on  the  wcy  to  Moulnein;  685  escaped  on 
the  way  to  labour  ccnp;  end  102  were  physically  unfit.  1846 
wont  to  work. 


13th  recruitment:  5100  were  demanded;  4519  were  collected1 

1324  esccped  on  the  way  to  Moulnein;  438  escaped  on  the  way  to 
lcbour  camp;  and  35  were  physicclly  unfit.  2722  went  to  work, 

14th  recruitment:  5000  were  denrnded;  4907  wero  collects* 

1240  escaped  on  the  way  to  Moulnein;  101  escaped  on  the  way  to 
lcbour  corps;  and  46  were  physically  unfit;  3520  went  to  work. 

The  total  demanded  on  the  14 

recruitments  was  for  177500  labourers  and  91834  persons  actually 
went  to  work  ct  various  lcbour  camps.  These  figures  arc 
exclusive  of  the  recruits  to  the  "Sweat  Army". 

Once  the  labourers  reached  the  camps 
where  they  were  to  bo  sot  to  work,  they  cane  under  sole  charge 
of  the  Japanese  authorities  end  though  there  were  Burmese  camp 
officors  subordinate  to  me  ct  these  camps,  whose  duties  were 
to  do  their  best  to  ameliorate  the  conditions  of  the  labourers 
their  authority  was  negligible.  These  Burmese  officors  were 
not  allowed  to  maintain  independent  records  in  respect  of  the 
labourers  and  figures  supplied  by  the  Japanese  overseers  of 
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labourers  had  to  be  accepted.  The  Japanese  authorities  did  not 
approve  of  Burmese  officers  inspecting  the  works  area.  When  I 
first  arrived  at  Moulmein,  the  Japanese  authorities  would  not 
allow  me  to  visit  the  labour  camps  on  the  projects  and  it  was 
only  later  on  several  representatives  being  made  through  the 
Burmese  Government  at  Rangoon,  that  I  could  in  the  two  years 
at  Moulmein,  visit  labour  camp  on  five  occasions. 

The  figures  supplied  by  the  Japanese 
authorities  in  respect  of  91834  labourers  delivered  to  them  ore 
highly  discrepant.  9161  were  reported  to  have  died  ct  work; 

8364  were  reported  to  have  been  discharged  from  labour  comps;  . 

and  5176  weye  reported  to  have  been  discharged  from  IWrotoapftels'^  / ;* 
and  sent  bock  to  their  homes.  At  the  Japanese  surrender  and  in 
the  two  months  following,  when  at  the  request  of  the  British 
Military  Administration,  I  continued  in  charge,  I  could  trace 
approximately  5000  labourers  at  the  various  camps.  Over  60000 
persons  are  so  far  unaccounted  for.^ 

As  a  result  of  the  activities  of 
representatives  of  the  Burmese  Administration  at  Moulmein  and  at 
the  camps  since  December,  1942,  conditions  at  the  labour  camps 
hed  improved  a  good  deal  when  I  took  charge.  I  found  the  barrack* 
for  housing  labourers  at  tho  comp  neatly  constructed  and  roomy. 

No  camp  had  more  than  700  labourers  at  it. 

’ 

Food  and  clothings,  however,  were  not 
satisfactory.  Food  supply  was  bfed  end  insufficient.  Gunny  bags 
wore  usually  supplied  to  the  labouters  to  serve  both  os  apparel 
and  blankets. 

Till  about  the  middle  of  1944,  medical 
facilities  wore  very  scanty.  There  were  a  few  hospitals  set 
up  by  the  Army  along  the  route  at  some  distance  opart;  end  peoplo 
in  need  of  medical  attention  had  to  walk  ell  the  way  to  the 
nearest  hospital  which  would  be  several  miles  away.  And  usually, 
labourers  wore  not  excused  from  work  unless  they  were  in  a  very 
bad  condition  physicclly.  Later,  the  Burmese  Administration 
provided  medical  attendants  at  each  camp;  but  medical  supplies 
were  very  short;  and  at  most  camps,  quinine,  stomach  powder  and 
a  lotion  for  skin  diseases  were  the  only  medical  stores  made 
available  by  the  Arqy.  j 


SEAL  OF  THE  COURT  OF  THE  3RD 
ADDITIONAL  IiACilSTHATE  -  RANGOON 
31/7/46. 

Identified  by  me:-  /s/  E.  Meung 

Ad voce  te -General 
Burma 


/s/  Aung  Kin 

31/7 


Affirmed  before  me,  this  31st.  day  of  July,  1946,. 
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